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Novel Title: _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Author: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Genre: _______________________________________________________    Number of pages: ____________________ 

I picked this book because: 

Describe the setting: 

Types of Conflict: 

Point of View 

Themes: 



Main Characters 
Character 

Name 
Role in the Novel 

Physical  
Characteristics 

Personality Traits 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    



What Is A Reading Journal? 
 A collection of thoughts, questions, observations, impressions and judgments 

It can include drawings, sketches, mind-maps, charts, or quotations 
 A different way of “reading” a novel 
 Your opinions / ideas about a novel 
 A different way to demonstrate your learning and understanding  
 

How Should I Write My Reading Journal? 
 You will be given 10– 15 minutes every day to complete your reading journal—

you must use the same novel everyday. 
 I will collect your Reading Journals every ____________.  
 Each entry should have three short sections as listed below 

 
1.  Summarize 

 Write a sentence or two about what happened in your book today 
 Describe the characters / setting 
 Some ways to start these sentences include: 

 I noticed that…. 
 Today, in my novel… 
 

2. Analyze 
 General feelings about what you have read 
 Favorite quotations / words 
 Your personal experiences that are related to the novel 
 Questions you wonder about 
 Some ways to start these sentences include 

 A question I have is… 
 I don’t understand… 
 I now understand why/ what/ how… 
 An interesting thought/ word/ sentence was ________ because... 
 This story makes me feel… 
 I can relate to this character/situation/setting/event/conflict… 
 I can compare this character / situation to…. 

 
 3.  Judge 

 Make a judgment about a character’s words/actions/opinions 
 Make a prediction as to what will happen next 
 Some ways to start these sentences include 

 I predict that… 
 I liked / didn’t like it when the character did this… 
 I was impressed / disappointed by… 
 If I were the character I would have… 
 I wish that the character had... 
 This is where you could do a sketch / drawing /chart…. 
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1.  Summarize 
 I noticed that…. 
 Today, in my novel... 

 
2.Analyze 

 A question I have is… 
 I don’t understand… 
 I now understand why/ what/ how… 
 An interesting thought/ word/ sentence was 

________  because... 
 This story makes me feel… 
 I can relate to this character/ situation/             

setting/ event because... 
 I can compare this character / situation to…. 

 
3.  Judge 

 I predict that… 
 I liked / didn’t like it when the character... 
 I was impressed / disappointed by… 
 If I were the character I would have… 
 I don’t think the character should have _________  

because… 
 I wish that the character had... 
 The most important event in this chapter was… 
 The best decision in this chapter was… 
 The worst choice made in this chapter was... 
 Sketch, draw a chart or map…. 

©  2009—Addie Williams         

Reading Journal—Sentence Starters 



Monday 
 
 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Reading Journal 

©  2009—Addie Williams         

Name:_______________________________ 

Novel:_______________________________ 



 

 

 

 

 

Reading Journal 

©  2009—Addie Williams         

Name:_______________________________ 

Novel:_______________________________ 

Summarize Analyze Judge 

M
o

n
d

a
y

 
Tu

e
sd

a
y

 
W

e
d

n
e

sd
a

y
 

Th
u

rs
d

a
y

 
Fr

id
a

y
 



Name:____________________________ 
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 Doodle, draw, sketch, write…  
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Date: _______________________________   
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Click the links below to see 
more of my ela, science &       
social studies resources. 

science grammar 

holidays 

Thanks so much! 

http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Poetry-Package-Creative-Assignments-to-Engage-and-Involve-Students-117859
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Addie-Williams/Category/Social-Studies
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Addie-Williams/Category/Novel-Study
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Addie-Williams/Category/Geography
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Addie-Williams/Category/Poetry
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Addie-Williams/Category/Writing
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Addie-Williams/Category/Science
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Addie-Williams/Category/Grammar
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Addie-Williams/Category/Holidays
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Novel-Study-Package-Can-be-used-with-ANY-NOVEL-241725
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/WRITING-Persuasive-Narrative-Expository-Descriptive-Writing-Activities-142346


Copyright Information 
Copying any part of this product and placing it on the internet in any 

form (even a personal / classroom website) is forbidden and is a             
violation of the  Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA).  These items can 

be picked up in a search and downloaded for free.  
This product is meant for single classroom / teacher use only—please do 

NOT distribute to others.    
Thanks so much for respecting copyright and the hard work of others.  

~Addie 

Thanks so much! 
Let’s keep in touch! 
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